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(57) ABSTRACT

An image forming apparatus is provided. The image forming
apparatus includes: function units with regard to image form-
ing; a control unit configured to control the function units to
simultaneously perform a first job and a second job when an
execution command of the second job using one of first and
second function units from among the function units is
detected while the first job using one of the first and second
function units is performed; and a communication interface
unit configured to transmit data required for the second job to
other apparatuses connected to the image forming apparatus
to temporarily store the data in a repository of the other
apparatuses.
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FIG. 2

USE MEMORY OF PRINTER REGISTERED IN VIRTUAL
GROUPING OF PRINTING APPARATUS
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FIG. 3

USE MEMORY OF CONNECTED MOBILE
WHEN USER TAPS MOBILE
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FIG. 8
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FIG. 9

Scan Data
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FIG. 10
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FIG. 11
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IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS, MOBILE
APPARATUS AND PRINTING CONTROL
METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2014-0066846, filed on Jun. 2, 2014, in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

Apparatuses and methods consistent with embodiments of
the present invention relate to an image forming apparatus, a
mobile apparatus, and a printing control method, and more
particularly, to an image forming apparatus, a mobile appa-
ratus, and a printing control method capable of using another
image forming apparatus connectable to the image forming
apparatus or a storage space of the mobile apparatus to simul-
taneously (i.e., concurrently or in parallel) perform a plurality
of jobs using different functions.

2. Description of the Related Art

Generally, an image forming apparatus means an apparatus
which prints printing data generated from a terminal appara-
tus like a computer on a recording sheet. An example of the
image forming apparatus may include a copier, a scanner, a
printer, a facsimile, a multi function peripheral (MFP) that
functions of them are compositely implemented into one
apparatus, or the like.

As described above, the multi function peripheral (MFP) is
an apparatus in which the functions of the copier, the scanner,
the printer, the facsimile are integrated and may therefore
perform a scanning job, a printing job, and a copying job with
which the scanning job and the printing job are combined, etc.

However, even though a unit performing the scanning job
and a unit performing the printing job are divided, the existing
multi function peripheral may not perform the scanning job
during the execution of the printing job and may not perform
the printing job during the execution of the scanning job.

That is, even though the printing unit is in an idle state
during the job using the scanning unit and thus is not oper-
ated, the job using the printing unit may not be performed and
even though the scanning unit is in an idle state during the job
using the printing unit and thus is not operated, the job using
the scanning unit may not be performed, such that the func-
tions of the multi function peripheral may not be fully used.

Therefore, when the multi function peripheral is perform-
ing the printing job, there is inconvenience that a user wanting
to perform the scanning job needs to wait for the printing job,
which is being performed by the multi function peripheral, to
finish.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention over-
come the above disadvantages and other disadvantages not
described above. Also, the present invention is not required to
overcome the disadvantages described above, and an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention may not overcome
any of the problems described above.

An image forming apparatus is provided. The image form-
ing apparatus includes function units with regard to or in
relation to image forming; a control unit configured to control
the function units to perform a first job and a second job when
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an execution command of the second job using one of first and
second function units from among the function units is
detected while the first job using one of the first and second
function units is performed. The present invention provides
an image forming apparatus, a mobile apparatus, and a print-
ing control method capable of using another image forming
apparatus connectable to the image forming apparatus or a
storage space of the mobile apparatus to simultaneously (i.e.,
concurrently or in parallel) perform a plurality of jobs using
different functions.

According to an aspect of the present invention, an image
forming apparatus includes: a scanning unit configured to
scan information, for example, a document, a manuscript, or
an image, to generate a scanning image; a printing unit con-
figured to print printing data; a control unit configured to
control the scanning unit and the printing unit to simulta-
neously perform a first job and a second job when an execu-
tion command of the second job using one of the scanning
unit and the printing unit is input while the first job using the
other one of the scanning unit and the printing unit is per-
formed; and a communication interface unit configured to
transmit data required for the second job to other apparatuses
connected to the image forming apparatus to temporarily
store the data in a repository of the other apparatuses.

The first job may be a printing job using the printing unit,
and the second job may be one of a scanning job using the
scanning unit and a fax transmitting job.

The communication interface unit may transmit a scanning
image generated from the scanning unit to the repository so as
to temporarily store the generated scanning image in the
repository and receives the scanning image transmitted to the
repository at any timing.

The control unit may determine whether to perform the
second job in consideration of available capacity of an inter-
nal storage space within the image forming apparatus and if it
is determined that the execution of the second job is not made
using the internal storage space, transmit data required for the
second job to the repository through the communication
interface unit.

The control unit may receive job data stored in the reposi-
tories of the other apparatuses through the communication
interface unit when a space to process the data required for the
second job is secured within the internal storage space,
depending on the progress of the first job.

The control unit may determine at least one of other image
forming apparatuses within a preset job group in which the
image forming apparatuses is included as repositories of the
other apparatuses in which the data required for the second
job are stored.

The control unit may determine at least one of the other
image forming apparatuses within the job group as the reposi-
tories of the other apparatuses in which the data required for
the second job are stored, in consideration of available capac-
ity of storage spaces of each of the other image forming
apparatuses within the job group.

The control unit may determine a plurality of other image
forming apparatuses within the job group as the repositories
in which the data required for the second job are stored when
the available capacity of each of the other image forming
apparatuses within the job group is not sufficient to store the
data required for the second job.

The communication interface unit may receive an execu-
tion command of the second job from a mobile apparatus and
the control unit may determine the mobile apparatus as a
repository in which the data required for the second job are
stored.
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The image forming apparatus may further include: a stor-
age unit configured to store job data, wherein the control unit
stores the data in the storage unit when the data are received
from other image forming apparatuses within ajob group, and
transmits the data stored in the storage unit to the other image
forming apparatuses through the communication interface
unit, in response to a request of the other image forming
apparatuses.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
mobile apparatus connectable to an image forming apparatus
includes: a communication interface unit configured to trans-
mit an execution command of a second job using one of a
scanning unit and a printing unit to the image forming appa-
ratus performing a first job using the other one of the scanning
unit and the printing unit; a storage unit configured to store
received data when the data required for the second job are
received; and a control unit configured to transmit the stored
data to the image forming apparatus through the communi-
cation interface unit when receiving a request for transmis-
sion of the stored data from the image forming apparatus.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
printing control method of an image forming apparatus
includes: performing a first job using one of a scanning unit
and a printing unit; receiving an execution command of a
second job using the other one of the scanning unit and the
printing unit while the first job is performed; and performing
the second job simultaneously with performing the first job,
in response to the execution command of the second job,
wherein in the performing of the second job, data required for
the second job are transmitted to other apparatuses connected
to the image forming apparatus to be temporarily stored in a
repository of the other apparatuses.

The first job may be a printing job using the printing unit
and the second job may be one of a scanning job using the
scanning unit and a fax transmitting job.

In the performing of the second job, a scanning image
generated from the scanning unit may be transmitted to the
repository so as to temporarily store the generated scanning
image in the repository and the scanning image transmitted to
the repository may be received at any timing.

The printing control method may further include: deter-
mining whether to perform the second job in consideration of
available capacity of an internal storage space within the
image forming apparatus, wherein in the performing of the
second job, when the execution of the second job is not made
using the internal storage space, the data required for the
second job are transmitted to the repository.

In the performing of the second job, job data stored in the
repository of the other apparatuses may be received when a
space to process the data required for the second job is
secured within the internal storage space, depending on the
progress of the first job.

The printing control method may further include: deter-
mining at least one of other image forming apparatuses within
a preset job group in which the image forming apparatus is
included as repositories of the other apparatuses in which the
data required for the second job are stored.

In the determining, at least one of the other image forming
apparatuses within the job group may be determined as the
repositories of the other apparatuses in which the data
required for the second job are stored, in consideration of
available capacity of storage spaces of each of the other image
forming apparatuses within the job group.

In the determining, a plurality of other image forming
apparatuses within the job group may be determined as the
repository in which the data required for the second job are
stored when the available capacity of each of the other image
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forming apparatuses within the job group is not sufficient to
store the data required for the second job.

The printing control method may further include: deter-
mining a mobile apparatus as the repository in which the data
required for the second job are stored, wherein in the receiv-
ing, an execution command of the second job is received from
the mobile apparatus.

The printing control method may further include: storing
the data in a storage unit within the image forming apparatus
when the data are received from other image forming appa-
ratuses within a job group, and transmitting the data stored in
the storage unit to the other image forming apparatuses, in
response to a request of the other image forming apparatus.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a computer readable recording medium including
aprogram for executing a printing control method ofa mobile
apparatus connectable to an image forming apparatus,
wherein the printing control method includes: transmitting an
execution command of a second job using one of a scanning
unit and a printing unit to the image forming apparatus per-
forming a first job using the other one of the scanning unit and
the printing unit; storing received data when the data required
for the second job are received; and transmitting the stored
data to the image forming apparatus when the transmission of
the stored data is requested from the image forming appara-
tus.

Additional and/or other aspects and advantages of the
invention will be set forth in part in the description which
follows and, in part, will be obvious from the description, or
may be learned by practice of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING
FIGURES

The above and/or other aspects of the present invention will
be more apparent by describing certain exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention with reference to the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an image forming
system according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIGS. 2 and 3 are diagrams for describing a memory vir-
tualization operation according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention;

FIGS. 4 and 5 are diagrams for describing a function vir-
tualization operation according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram of an image forming
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 7 is a detailed block diagram of the image forming
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 8 is a detailed block diagram of a mobile apparatus
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 9 is a diagram for describing a memory virtualization
operation according to another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 10 is a flow chart for describing a printing control
method in the image forming apparatus according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 11 is a flow chart for describing a printing control
method in the mobile apparatus according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, one exemplary embodiment of the present
invention will be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings. However, in describing the present
invention, if it is determined that the detail description of
relevant known functions or components makes subject mat-
ters of the present invention obscure, the detailed description
thereof will be omitted.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an image forming
system according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, an image forming system 1000 accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention
includes a plurality of image forming apparatuses 100-1,
100-2, and 100-3 and a mobile apparatus 200.

The image forming apparatuses 100-1, 100-2, and 100-3
receive a job execution command and perform the received
job execution command. Here, the image forming appara-
tuses 100-1, 100-2, and 100-3 may be a printer, a scanner, a
copier, a facsimile, and a multi function peripheral which may
perform at least one of a scanning job, a printing job, a
copying function, a fax function, and an image editing func-
tion. Here, the job execution command may be directly
received from each of the image forming apparatuses 100-1,
100-2, and 100-3 and may be received through the mobile
apparatus 200.

Meanwhile, the image forming apparatus 100-1 deter-
mines whether to execute the received job execution com-
mand using its own resource and if it is determined that the
received job execution command may not be executed using
its own resource, the image forming apparatus 100-1 may
execute the received job execution command using resources
of other image forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3. Here-
inafter, using the resources of the plurality of image forming
apparatuses to perform one job execution command is called
avirtual grouping of resources operation, which is a virtual or
logical grouping, or sharing, of resources of target image
forming apparatuses for distributed processing (i.e., to
progress or continue execution, or to reach or achieve
completion of a job). The virtual grouping operation may be
divided into a memory virtualization operation using memory
resources of other apparatuses and a function virtualization
operation using functions of other apparatuses. The memory
virtualization operation will be described below with refer-
ence to FIGS. 2 and 3. Further, the function virtualization
operation will be described below with reference to FIGS. 4
and 5. The virtual grouping operation may be performed in
two image forming apparatuses and may also be performed in
at least three image forming apparatuses. Meanwhile, a
detailed configuration and operation of the image forming
apparatus 100 will be described below with reference to
FIGS. 6 and 7.

The mobile apparatus 200 may display lists of communi-
cationally connectable (i.e., coupled) image forming appara-
tuses 100-1,100-2, and 100-3 and selected by a user an image
forming apparatus which performs the job execution.

Further, the mobile apparatus 200 displays user interface
(UI) for controlling the function of the selected image form-
ing apparatus 100-1 and receives the job execution command
for the selected image forming apparatus 100-1 through the
displayed UI. In this case, the received job execution com-
mand may be a control for one image forming apparatus
100-1 and the job execution command for the plurality of
image forming apparatuses 100-1, 100-2, and 100-3. Further,
the received job execution command may be a multi job
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execution command to allow the image forming apparatuses
100-1, 100-2, and 100-3 to simultaneously perform the plu-
rality of jobs. Here, the multi job execution command may
also be a command to allow the image forming apparatus
100-1 to simultaneously perform a first job using one of the
scanning unit and the printing unit and a second job using the
other one of the scanning unit and the printing unit.

Further, the mobile apparatus 200 transmits the received
job execution command to the image forming apparatus
100-1 which is selected by a user. Further, the mobile appa-
ratus 200 may receive and store data required to perform the
job corresponding to the job execution command transmitted
from the image forming apparatus 100-1. Further, the data
which are stored in the mobile apparatus 200 may be trans-
mitted to the corresponding image forming apparatus 100-1
in response to a request of the image forming apparatus 100-
1. A detailed configuration and operation of the mobile appa-
ratus 200 will be described below with reference to FIG. 8.
Here, the mobile apparatus 200 may be a notebook, a mobile
phone, a smart phone, a PMP, an MP3 player, etc.

As described above, the image forming system 1000
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion may be configured to allow the image forming apparatus
100-1 to use the functions of other image forming apparatuses
100-2 and 100-3, and therefore may extendedly provide the
functions which are not supported by the corresponding
image forming apparatus 100-1, thereby performing the job at
a higher speed.

Further, the image forming system 1000 according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention may be con-
figured to allow the image forming apparatus 100-1 to per-
form other jobs while performing one job, thereby perform-
ing the job at an even higher speed. Further, when the storage
space is insufficient while the image forming apparatus 100-1
performs the job, the image forming apparatus 100-1 may
perform the job using the memory resources of other image
forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3 or the mobile apparatus
200, thereby stably performing the plurality of jobs.

Meanwhile, FIG. 1 illustrates that one mobile apparatus
200 is connected to three image forming apparatuses, but
actually, one mobile apparatus 200 may be connected to two
image forming apparatuses and may also be connected to at
least four image forming apparatuses. Further, each of the
image forming apparatuses 100-1, 100-2, and 100-3 may be
connected to a plurality of mobile apparatuses.

Further, actually, each of the apparatuses may be imple-
mented to be directly connected to one another and may also
be implemented to be indirectly connected to one another via
a router and other apparatuses (for example, server), etc.
Further, the illustrated example describes that each of the
apparatuses may be implemented to be connected to one
another by a wired line, but actually, each of the apparatuses
may also be implemented to be wirelessly connected to one
another.

Further, FIG. 1 illustrates that the user inputs the job execu-
tion command through the mobile apparatus, but actually,
each of the image forming apparatuses 100-1, 100-2, and
100-3 may also receive the job execution command.

Further, FIG. 1 illustrates that the multi job execution com-
mand is a command to allow the image forming apparatus to
perform other jobs while performing any one of the jobs, but
the multi job execution command may also be a command to
allow the image forming apparatus, which does not perform
the job, to simultaneously perform the plurality of jobs.

FIGS. 2 and 3 are diagrams for describing the memory
virtualization operation according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.
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The virtualization memory operation according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention performs a
job using the memory resource of the other image forming
apparatus 100-2 while the image forming apparatus 100-1
performs a job.

The memory virtualization operation may be implemented
by the following two schemes.

A first scheme is a scheme using the memory resources of
other image forming apparatuses within a virtualization
group and a second scheme is a scheme using the memory
resource of the corresponding mobile apparatus 200 when the
job execution command is received from the mobile appara-
tus 200. First, the first scheme will be described with refer-
ence to FIG. 2 and the second scheme will be described with
reference to FIG. 3.

Referring to FIG. 2, the image forming system includes
three image forming apparatuses 100-1, 100-2, and 100-3.

Hereinafter, for ease of explanation, the functions of each
image forming apparatus of FIG. 2 are assumed as follows.
First, the first image forming apparatus 100-1 is a current
image forming apparatus, at which a user is positioned, to
input the job execution command and includes a scanning
unit, an image forming unit, and a fax unit to support scan-
ning, printing, copying, fax transmission, and fax reception.
Further, the second image forming apparatus 100-2 is another
image forming apparatus which is not directly manipulated
by the user and includes the image forming unit to support
mono printing. That is, the second image forming apparatus
100-2 is a mono printer. Further, the third image forming
apparatus 100-3 is another image forming apparatus which is
not directly manipulated by the user and includes a color
image forming unit to support mono printing and color print-
ing. That is, the third image forming apparatus 100-3 is the
color printer.

Typically, since the scanning function and the printing
function are configured of a separate unit, if a memory
resource enough to store data required for the execution (i.e.,
to progress or continue execution, to reach or achieve comple-
tion, necessary for execution) of each function is supported,
two functions may be individually operated.

In detail, the image forming apparatus having the scanning
function and the printing function typically supports the
copying function with the two combined functions, in which
the image forming apparatus may simultaneously perform the
scanning function and the printing function in that the copy-
ing function is a job of simultaneously performing the scan-
ning function and the printing function. However, there is no
problem to perform the processing using of the memory
resource of the image forming apparatus itself in that the
copying function allows data used in the scanning function to
be used in the printing function as they are.

However, when the data used in the printing function and
the data used in the scanning function are different, it is not
sufficient to store both of the data of the two functions using
the memory resource of the image forming apparatus itself. In
this aspect, the existing image forming apparatus does not
support individually and simultaneously executing the scan-
ning function and the printing function other than the copying
function using the same data (i.e., cannot progress or continue
execution, or reach or achieve completion of a job).

Therefore, according to the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the job may be performed using the
memory resource of the current image forming apparatus
100-1 and the memory resource of another image forming
apparatus 100-2. Here, the memory resource includes a stor-
age space of a volatile memory and a storage space of a
nonvolatile hard disk driver or a flash memory.
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In detail, when the first image forming apparatus 100-1
receives the execution command of the scanning job using the
scanning unit during the printing job using the printing unit,
the first image forming apparatus 100-1 may use its own
memory resource to perform the printing job and may use the
memory resource of the first image forming apparatus 100-1
and the memory resource of another second image forming
apparatus 100-2 to perform the scanning job. In more detail,
when the first image forming apparatus 100-1 itself may not
store the data used in the scanning job, the first image forming
apparatus 100-1 may transmit the data so that the correspond-
ing data is stored, for example, temporarily, in another second
image forming apparatus 100-2. Further, the first image form-
ing apparatus 100-1 may receive and use the transmitted data
at the timing when the data stored in the second image form-
ing apparatus 100-2 are required. Meanwhile, the case in
which the data used in the scanning job are temporarily stored
in another second image forming apparatus 100-2 is
described above, but actually, the data used in the printing job
may also be temporarily stored in another second image
forming apparatus 100-2. Further, the data used in the scan-
ning job and the data used in the printing job each may also be
temporarily stored in the second image forming apparatus
100-2. In this case, the first image forming apparatus 100-1
may use various data requesting methods like a network file
transmission method, a database query, an NoSQL, pull/push
data processing, etc., to transmit data required for a second
job to another second image forming apparatus 100-2. Here,
the NoSQL is a database which provides a mechanism for
data storage and retrieval using a less restrictive consistency
model than a traditional relational database.

Here, the transmitted data may be all the data required to
perform the corresponding job and may be a portion of the
data required to perform the corresponding job. For example,
when a scanning command input during the printing job is a
job of scanning information, for example, five sheets of
manuscripts, and a memory resource which may be allocated
to the scanning job may store 1 or 2 sheets of scanning
images, the scanning image generated depending on the scan-
ning of the first manuscript may be temporarily stored in its
own resource and then be transmitted to another second
image forming apparatus 100-2 and the scanning images for
manuscripts of other pages may be sequentially transmitted to
another second image forming apparatus 100-2.

Further, when the memory resource which may be allo-
cated to the scanning job is enough to perform all the jobs, the
first image forming apparatus 100-1 may receive first to fifth
scanning images transmitted to another second image form-
ing apparatus 100-2 to generate the final scanning data.

Meanwhile, the case in which the first image forming appa-
ratus 100-1 may use the memory resource of another second
image forming apparatus 100-2 is briefly described, but actu-
ally, the first image forming apparatus 100-1 may use
dynamic allocation of the memory resource to allocate the
memory resource of the first image forming apparatus 100-1
and the memory resource of another second image forming
apparatus 100-2 to each data required for the plurality of jobs.
In this case, the dynamic allocation may be performed in
consideration of priority (input order of the job) of each job,
a memory size required for the job, time required to transmit
the memory, etc.

Therefore, the method according the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention may more reduce a total of job
time than the existing method which sequentially performs
the printing job and the scanning job.

Meanwhile, the case in which only the second image form-
ing apparatus 100-2 participates in the virtual grouping
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operation is described above, but actually, instead of the sec-
ond image forming apparatus 100-2, a third image forming
apparatus 100-3 may participate in the virtual grouping
operation and both of the second image forming apparatus
100-2 and the third image forming apparatus 100-3 may
participate in the virtual grouping operation. Meanwhile, a
detailed exemplary embodiment using the memory resources
of a plurality of other apparatuses will be described with
reference to FIG. 8.

The first method may be applied to the execution of the
additional scanning job during the execution of the printing
job and may be applied to the execution of the additional
printing job during the execution of the scanning job. Further,
the above-mentioned printing job may be applied to only the
printing job and may also be applied to the fax receiving job
of receiving the fax and printing the received fax. Further, the
above-mentioned scanning job may perform only the scan-
ning job and may also be applied to an e-book generating job
which is combined with the scanning job to generate an
e-book and a fax transmitting job which fax-transmits the
scanned scanning image. In this aspect, the first job may be
the printing job, the fax receiving job, the scanning job, the
e-book generating job, and the fax transmitting job. Further,
when the preceding job is the printing job and the fax receiv-
ing job, the second job may be one of the scanning job, the
e-book generating job, and the fax transmitting job. Alterna-
tively, when the preceding job is one of the scanning job, the
e-book generating job, and the fax transmitting job, the sec-
ond job may be one of the printing job and the fax receiving
job.

The exemplary embodiment which uses another image
forming apparatus 100-1 within the job group is described
above, but actually, the memory virtualization operation
using other apparatuses other than the image forming appa-
ratus may also be made. Hereinafter, a second memory vir-
tualization function will be described with reference to FIG.
3.

Referring to FIG. 3, the image forming system 1000
includes one image forming apparatus 100-1 and the mobile
apparatus 200.

Referring to FIG. 3, the mobile apparatus 200 may request
the execution of the second job which performs other func-
tions while the first image forming apparatus 100-1 performs
the first job using any one of the printing function and the
scanning function. In this case, the first image forming appa-
ratus 100-1 may use its own memory resource and the
memory resource of the mobile apparatus 200 to perform the
first job and the second job.

In detail, when the first image forming apparatus 100-1
receives the execution command of the scanning job using the
scanning unit during the printing job using the printing unit
through the mobile apparatus 200, the first image forming
apparatus 100-1 may use its own memory resource to perform
the printing job and may use the memory resource of the first
image forming apparatus 100-1 and the memory resource of
the mobile apparatus 200 to perform the scanning job.

In more detail, when the first image forming apparatus
100-1 itself may not store the data used in the scanning job,
the first image forming apparatus 100-1 may transmit the data
to the mobile apparatus 200 so that the corresponding data is
temporarily stored in the mobile apparatus 200. Further, the
first image forming apparatus 100-1 may receive and use the
transmitted data at the timing when the data stored in the
mobile apparatus 200 are required. Meanwhile, the memory
virtualization operation according to the second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention is different from that of
the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention in
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that it uses the memory resource of the mobile apparatus 200,
but the detailed memory sharing method is the same as the
first exemplary embodiment of the present invention and
therefore the description of the detailed memory sharing
method will be omitted.

Meanwhile, the case in which the first image forming appa-
ratus 100-1 uses the memory resource of the mobile apparatus
200 is described above, but actually, in combination with the
above-mentioned first exemplary embodiment, the first
image forming apparatus 100-1 may also use both of the
memory resource of the mobile apparatus 200 and the
memory resource of the second image forming apparatus
100-2.

Similarly, the second method may be applied to the execu-
tion of the additional scanning job during the execution of the
printing job and may also be applied to the execution of the
additional printing job during the execution of the scanning
job. Further, the above-mentioned printing job may perform
only the printing job and may also be applied to the fax
receiving job of receiving the fax and printing the received
fax. Further, the above-mentioned scanning job may perform
only the scanning job and may also be applied to an e-book
generating job which is combined with the scanning job to
generate an e-book and a fax transmitting job which fax-
transmits the scanned scanning image.

Meanwhile, in describing FIGS. 2 and 3, in the case of
performing the second job using a different function from the
first job during the execution of the first job, only the memory
virtualization operation using the memories of other appara-
tuses is described, but actually, the memory virtualization
operation may also be applied to the case of performing one
job. For example, the first job requested by the user is the
e-book generating job of scanning tens of sheets of docu-
ments, for example, manuscripts, to generate a PDF file or if
the image forming apparatus has an insufficient memory
resource storing the scanning images corresponding to tens of
sheets of manuscripts, the foregoing memory virtualization
operation may be applied to use the memory resources of
other image forming apparatuses or the mobile apparatus.

FIGS. 4 and 5 are diagrams for describing a function vir-
tualization operation according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

The function virtualization operation according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention means that
the plurality of image forming apparatuses 100-1, 100-2, and
100-3 perform one job using a plurality of functions. Here, the
function may include a scanning function, a printing function,
afax transmitting function, a fax receiving function, an e-mail
transmitting function, a server transmitting function, a format
converting function, an editing function, and the like. Mean-
while, the copying function is a combined function of the
scanning function with the printing function and a scan to
e-mail, a scan to server, etc., are a combination of a plurality
of functions.

The function virtualization operation may be implemented
by the following two schemes.

The first scheme is a scheme of using apparatus B to more
quickly processing the functions which may be performed by
apparatus A. Further, a second scheme is a scheme of using
the apparatus B to extend functions which may not be per-
formed by the apparatus A. First, the first scheme will be
described with reference to FIG. 4 and the second scheme will
be described with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5.

First, referring to FIG. 4, the image forming system
includes three image forming apparatuses 100-1, 100-2, and
100-3.
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Hereinafter, for ease of explanation, the functions of each
image forming apparatus of FIG. 4 are assumed as follows.
First, the first image forming apparatus 100-1 is the current
image forming apparatus, at which the user is positioned, to
input the job execution command and includes the scanning
unit, the image forming unit, and the fax unit to support the
scanning, the printing, the copying, the fax transmission, and
the fax reception. Further, the second image forming appara-
tus 100-2 is another image forming apparatus which is not
directly manipulated by the user and includes the image form-
ing unit to support the mono printing. That is, the second
image forming apparatus 100-2 is the mono printer. Further,
the third image forming apparatus 100-3 is another image
forming apparatus which is not directly manipulated by the
user and includes the color image forming unit to support the
mono printing and the color printing. That is, the third image
forming apparatus 100-3 is the color printer.

Typically, a scanning speed of the scanning unit is quicker
than the printing speed of the image forming unit. Therefore,
in the case of performing the copying job (combination of the
scanning job with the printing job), the scanning job is
quickly completed but the printing job requires much time
and thus the user has to wait for a long time.

Therefore, to reduce the waiting time, the present exem-
plary embodiment may perform the job using the current first
image forming apparatus 100-1 and another second image
forming apparatus 100-2. In detail, the first image forming
apparatus 100-1 may scan manuscripts to generate the scan-
ning image and may print a portion of the generated scanning
images. Further, the first image forming apparatus 100-1 may
transmit the rest (i.e., remaining or a portion) of the scanning
images to another second image forming apparatus 100-2. In
this case, another second image forming apparatus 100-2 may
perform the printing job on the received scanning image.
Therefore, the present exemplary embodiment may more
reduce a total of job time to perform the copying job than the
existing scheme.

Meanwhile, the case in which only the second image form-
ing apparatus 100-2 participates in the virtual grouping
operation is described above, but actually, instead of the sec-
ond image forming apparatus 100-2, the third image forming
apparatus 100-3 may participate in the virtual grouping
operation and both of the second image forming apparatus
100-2 and the third image forming apparatus 100-3 may
participate in the virtual grouping operation.

The first scheme may also be applied to the copying job, the
fax transmitting job, and the e-book generating job, etc. For
example, the fax transmission is generally a job which
requires much time. Therefore, by the function virtualization
scheme, the plurality of scanning images are generated by the
apparatus A, the fax transmitting job for a portion of the
scanning images is performed by the apparatus A, and the rest
scanning images are transmitted to the apparatus B to allow
the apparatus B to perform the fax transmitting job for the rest
scanning images.

Further, at the time of generating the e-book requiring a
large amount of scanning job, the apparatus A may scan a
portion of the manuscripts to generate scanning image C and
the apparatus B may scan the rest manuscripts to generate
scanning image D. Further, the apparatus B may receive the
scanning image C generated by the apparatus A and image-
process scanning image D which is generated by the appara-
tus B and the received scanning image C to generate an
e-book.

Three exemplary embodiments related to the first function
virtualization scheme are described above, but actually, the
present invention may be applied to other examples if a job
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uses the functions of the plurality of image forming appara-
tuses as well as the above-mentioned exemplary embodi-
ments.

Hereinafter, the second virtualization scheme will be
described.

Since the printing unit included in the first image forming
apparatus 100-1 is a mono printing unit which may not per-
form the color printing, even though the scanning unit of the
first image forming apparatus 100-1 is configured to perform
the color scanning, the first image forming apparatus 100-1
may not perform the color copying.

However, if the third image forming apparatus 100-3
which may perform the color printing is present at the cir-
cumference thereof, even though the first image forming
apparatus 100-1 may not perform the color copying, accord-
ing to the present exemplary embodiment, the first image
forming apparatus 100-1 may perform the function virtual-
ization operation like supporting the color copying.

The first image forming apparatus 100-1 which may per-
form the color copying using the virtual grouping operation
may receive a color copying command from the user. In this
case, the first image forming apparatus 100-1 color-scans the
manuscripts to generate the color scanning image. Further,
the first image forming apparatus 100-1 transmits the gener-
ated color scanning image to the third image forming appa-
ratus 100-3, and thus the transmitted scanning image may be
color-printed. In this case, the first image forming apparatus
100-1 may display the fact that color results are output from
the third image forming apparatus 100-3. Therefore, the color
copying may not be made under the existing printing envi-
ronment, but the user may easily perform the color copying
using the virtual grouping operation.

The function virtualization scheme may be applied even to
the case in which the image forming apparatus 100-1 is the
scanner. For example, when the image forming apparatus
100-1 is the scanner which may support only the scanning
function, the image forming apparatus 100-1 may scan manu-
scripts to generate the scanning images and transmit the gen-
erated color scanning images to other image forming appa-
ratuses 100-2 and 100-3 which may perform the printing job.
Therefore, the first image forming apparatus 100 does not
support the copying function but uses the functions of other
image forming apparatuses to perform the copying job.

The second scheme may also be applied to the copying job,
the fax transmitting job, and the e-book generating job, etc.

For example, the fax transmission may be performed only
by the apparatus in which the fax unit is included and as
illustrated in FIG. 5, a fourth image forming apparatus 100-4
does not include the fax unit and thus the fax transmission
may not be made. However, when the virtual grouping opera-
tion according to the present exemplary embodiment is
applied, the fourth image forming apparatus 100-4 may
receive the fax transmitting command. Therefore, the fourth
image forming apparatus 100-4 may scan manuscripts in
response to the fax transmitting command from the user to
generate the scanning images and transmit the generated
scanning image to the first image forming apparatus 100-1
which may perform the fax transmission. In this case, the first
image forming apparatus 100-1 may fax-transmit the
received scanning image to a fifth image forming apparatus
100-5.

If the user is closer to the fourth image forming apparatus
100-4 than the first image forming apparatus 100-1, for
example, the two image forming apparatuses 100-1 and 100-4
are positioned on different floors, the user may use the fourth
image forming apparatus 100-4 which is positioned on the
same floor without going to other floors for fax transmission
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to perform the fax job, thereby improving the user conve-
nience and the utility of the existing office equipment which
has a low frequency of use.

Further, only the up-to-date image forming apparatus may
perform the e-book generating function and therefore the
fourth image forming apparatus 100-4 which is the old-mod-
eled multi function peripheral is not equipped with the e-book
generating function. However, when the virtual grouping
operation according to the present exemplary embodiment is
applied and the first image forming apparatus 100-1 supports
the e-book generating function, the fourth image forming
apparatus 100-4 is equipment which may support the e-book
generating function. Therefore, when receiving a command
to generate manuscripts as an e-book from the user, the fourth
image forming apparatus 100-4 may scan manuscripts to
generate the scanning images and transmit the generated
scanning images to the first image forming apparatus 100-1.
The first image forming apparatus 100-1 which receives the
scanning image may generate the received scanning image as
the e-book. Further, the first image forming apparatus 100-1
may transmit the generated e-book to a repository (for
example, management server) designated by the user.

As described above, three embodiments related to the sec-
ond function virtualization scheme are described above, but
actually, the present invention may be applied to other
examples if a job uses the functions of the plurality of image
forming apparatuses as well as the above-mentioned exem-
plary embodiments.

As described above, the function virtualization scheme
according to the present exemplary embodiment may extend
the function which is not supported by the existing image
forming apparatus and therefore the user convenience is
extended. Further, a speed of functions which are supported
by the related art may also be increased.

Meanwhile, if the above-mentioned virtual grouping is
applied to all the connectable image forming apparatuses, itis
difficult to perform the management and the selection the
apparatus. For example, the above-mentioned first virtual
grouping scheme is performed. In this case, if time to go and
get outputs to other image forming apparatuses takes longer
than time to output all the outputs from one apparatus, the
user may feel inconvenience.

Therefore, in applying the virtual grouping scheme, the
plurality of image forming apparatuses may be used while
being grouped in consideration of the positions of each appa-
ratus, the functions which are supported by each apparatus,
the user, etc. The grouping may be performed by the user or
automatic algorithm and may be performed by the external
server or the designation by the mobile apparatus.

As described above, if the plurality of image forming appa-
ratuses are grouped into one job group, the function virtual-
ization operation as described above and the above-men-
tioned memory virtualization operation may be performed
together. That is, the plurality of image forming apparatuses
within the job group may share the memory resources.

FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram of the image forming
apparatus according to the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

Referring to FIG. 6, the image forming apparatus 100 is
configured to include the communication interface unit 110,
the scanning unit 120, the printing unit 130, and the control
unit 140. The image forming apparatus 100 may be a multi
function peripheral which may perform the scanning job and
the printing job as well as the plurality of functions such as the
copying job, the fax transmission and the fax reception.

The image forming apparatus 100 may be the first image
forming apparatus 100-1 using the memory resources of other
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apparatuses illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3 and may be the
second image forming apparatus 100-2 or the third image
forming apparatus 100-3 which provides the memory
resources to other apparatuses. Further, the image forming
apparatus 100 may be the first image forming apparatus 100-1
using the functions of other image forming apparatuses illus-
trated in FIG. 4 and may be the second image forming appa-
ratus 100-2 or the third image forming apparatus 100-3 which
performs some functions of the function virtualization opera-
tion in response to the request of other image forming appa-
ratus.

Meanwhile, for ease of description, the apparatus which is
a subject of a job is described as the image forming apparatus
100-1 and is described as the image forming apparatuses
100-2 and 100-3 different from the corresponding image
forming apparatus 100-1.

The communication interface unit 110 is formed to connect
the image forming apparatus 100-1 to external devices and
may also be implemented to be connected through alocal area
network (LAN) and the Internet network and to be connected
through a universal serial bus (USB) port and a wireless
module. Here, the wireless module may be WiFi, WiFi Direct,
near field Communication (NFC), Bluetooth, etc.

The communication interface unit 110 retrieves other con-
nectable image forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3. In
detail, the communication interface unit 110 may retrieve the
image forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3 which may be
connected to the image forming apparatus 100-1 based on the
communication scheme which is supported by the image
forming apparatus 100-1.

For example, when using the WiFi, the communication
interface unit 110 may retrieve the image forming appara-
tuses which may be connected through the WiFi and when
supporting the WiFi and the WiFi Direct, the communication
interface unit 110 may retrieve the image forming appara-
tuses which may be connected by each connection scheme.

Further, the communication interface unit 110 receives the
apparatus information on the other retrieved image forming
apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3. In detail, the communication
interface unit 110 may receive the information on other sur-
rounding connectable image forming apparatuses or informa-
tion on other image forming apparatuses which are selected
by the user.

Here, the apparatus information may include an apparatus
name, address information (information required for connec-
tion with the image forming apparatus such as IP address,
MAC information, etc.), function information (information
on functions which are supported by the image forming appa-
ratus such as whether to perform the color printing, whether
to perform the scanning, etc.), and state information (avail-
able capacity of internal storage space, whether to perform
the current job, whether an error occurs, a job progress state,
etc.).

Further, the communication interface unit 110 may receive
the information on the job group to which the image forming
apparatus 100-1 belongs from the external server or the
mobile apparatus 200. The information on the job group may
be information on the image forming apparatus which is once
tagged by the mobile apparatus 200, the information on the
plurality of image forming apparatuses which are set by a
manager, or the information on the other image forming appa-
ratuses 100-2 and 100-3 which are classified by a preset
algorithm and are within the job group to which the corre-
sponding image forming apparatus 100-1 belongs.

Further, the communication interface unit 110 transmits
the UI for controlling the function of the image forming
apparatus 100 to the mobile apparatus 200. In detail, the
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mobile apparatus 200 according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention may display the Ul by two
schemes. The first scheme allows the mobile apparatus 200 to
receive the apparatus information on the image forming appa-
ratus so as to configure the Ul and display the Ul and the
second scheme allows the image forming apparatus to gen-
erate the Ul and receive and display the generated UI.

Further, the communication interface unit 110 receives the
job execution command through the mobile apparatus 200. In
this case, the communication interface unit 110 may receive
the job to be executed and information on a function option of
the corresponding job together. The job execution command
may be a general job execution command and may be a multi
job command which has to simultaneously perform a plural-
ity of jobs. Here, the general job execution command may be
divided (i.e., converted) into a function virtualization com-
mand by the control unit 140 to be described below.

For example, as the virtualization group scheme is applied,
the image forming apparatus 100-1 as performing the fax
transmission is displayed on the mobile apparatus 200 side
and thus the execution command of the fax transmission job
may be input as the general job execution command. How-
ever, when the image forming apparatus 100-1 may not per-
form the fax transmission, the image forming apparatus 100-1
may process the general job execution command into the
function virtualization command.

Further, the communication interface unit 110 receives
printing data. Here, the printing data may be data of a printer
language such as a postscript (PS) and a printer control lan-
guage (PCL) and when the image forming apparatus 100
supports direct printing, the printing data may be files such as
PDF, XPS, BMP, and JPG. The printing data may be received
from the mobile apparatus 200 and may also be received from
other separate terminal apparatuses.

Further, the communication interface unit 110 may request
the allocation of the memory resources to the other image
forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3 or the mobile apparatus
200. In this case, the request may include the information on
the memory resource capacity of data required for the job
execution. Further, the communication interface unit 110
may receive allocation acknowledgement corresponding to
the request from the other image forming apparatuses 100-2
and 100-3 or the mobile apparatus 200.

When the memory resources of the other apparatuses 100-
2,100-3, and 200 are allocated to the image forming appara-
tus 100-1, the communication interface unit 110 transmits
data required for jobs to other apparatuses which are con-
nected to the image forming apparatus 100-1 and thus may
temporarily store the data in the repositories of other appara-
tuses.

For example, the communication interface unit 110 may
transmit the scanning images generated from the scanning
unit 120 to the other apparatuses 100-2, 100-3, and 200 so as
to be temporarily stored in the repositories of the other appa-
ratuses 100-2, 100-3, and 200. Further, the communication
interface unit 110 may request the data transmission to the
other apparatuses 100-2, 100-3, and 200 at any timing to
receive the scanning images transmitted to the repositories of
the other apparatuses 100-2, 100-3, and 200.

Further, the communication interface unit 110 may receive
a request of the allocation of the memory resources depend-
ing on the memory virtualization operation from the other
image forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3. In response
thereto, the communication interface unit 110 may transmit
the allocation acknowledgement.

When the allocation of the memory resource of the image
forming apparatus 100-1 to other apparatuses is performed,
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the communication interface unit 110 may receive data
required for job execution of the other image forming appa-
ratuses from other image forming apparatuses. In this case,
the received data may be stored in the pre-allocated region of
the storage unit 170 to be described below. Further, the com-
munication interface unit 110 responds to the request of the
other image forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3 to transmit
the pre-stored data to the other image forming apparatuses
100-2 and 100-3.

Further, the communication interface unit 110 transmits
the rest jobs which are not performed by the image forming
apparatus 100-1 during the job to the other image forming
apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3 within the job group. In detail,
the communication interface unit 110 may transmit the jobs to
be performed by the other image forming apparatuses 100-2
and 100-3 to the other image forming apparatuses 100-2 and
100-3 at the time of the function virtualization operation.

In this case, the communication interface unit 110 may
transmit jobs, which are to be distributed, to the image form-
ing apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3 determined by the control
unit 140 to be described below, in which the distributed jobs
may be transmitted to one of the other image forming appa-
ratuses or the plurality of other image forming apparatuses.

Further, the communication interface unit 110 receives
some jobs related to the job execution command input from
other image forming apparatuses within a job group. The
received job may be transferred to the scanning unit 120 or the
printing unit 130 to be processed.

Further, the communication interface unit 110 may trans-
mit its own state information or the progress state related to
the received job to other image forming apparatuses which
transmit jobs.

Further, the communication interface unit 110 may trans-
mit the information on the job progress which is currently
being performed to the mobile apparatus 200. Further, when
the job requested by the mobile apparatus 200 is completed,
the communication interface unit 110 may notify the corre-
sponding mobile apparatus 200 of the job completion.

Further, the communication interface unit 110 transmits
scanning data. In detail, in response to the scanning job com-
mand of the user, the scanning data generated from the scan-
ning unit 120 to be described below may be transmitted to the
storage apparatus corresponding to the corresponding com-
mand. Here, the storage apparatus may be the mobile appa-
ratus which inputs a scanning command, a file storage server,
and the like.

Meanwhile, the communication interface unit 110 may be
connected to the mobile apparatus 200 through NFC, WiFi
Direct, Bluetooth, and the like. In this case, the communica-
tion interface unit 110 may be connected to the mobile appa-
ratus 200 by compositely using the above-mentioned com-
munication scheme. For example, the communication
interface unit receives the job execution command, and the
like from the mobile apparatus 200 by the NFC connection
scheme. In this case, the communication interface unit
receives the IP address, and the like of the mobile apparatus
200 and then may perform the notification ofthe scan comple-
tion or data transmission and reception for the memory vir-
tualization operation by the WiFi Direct scheme or the net-
work scheme.

The scanning unit 120 scans manuscripts to generate scan-
ning images. In detail, the scanning unit 120 may be imple-
mented in a flatbed form or an automatic document feeder
(ADF) form. Further, the scanning unit 120 may generate the
scanning image depending on the set scanning option.

Here, the scanning option may include a scanning function
option (for example, scanning options such as scan area, scan
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resolution, whether to perform the color scanning, and
whether to perform both sides scanning) associated with the
scanning operations of the scanning unit 120 which are asso-
ciated with the scanning region, the scanning resolution, and
the like and an image processing option (for example,
whether to perform the color correction for the scanning
image, whether to perform the conversion into the mono
scanning, a file attribute of the scanning image, and the like)
which may be processed by an image processing scheme.

The printing unit 130 prints the printing data. In detail, the
printing unit 130 may print the printing data received through
the communication interface unit 110 or print the scanning
images generated by the scanning unit 120. Further, when the
image forming apparatus 100 may perform the fax job, the
printing unit 130 may print fax data received through a fax
line.

The control unit 140 controls each component of the image
forming apparatus 100. In detail, the control unit 140 may
generate the job group including the image forming apparatus
100-1 and the other image forming apparatuses 100-2 and
100-3. Meanwhile, the control unit 140 may group the other
connectable image forming apparatuses into one job group,
but may group only the apparatus satistfying the preset con-
ditions into one job group. Here, the apparatus satisfying the
preset conditions may be an apparatus within a preset dis-
tance, an apparatus within the same subnet, an apparatus
having the same apparatus name, an apparatus selected by the
user in the first image forming apparatus 100-1, an apparatus
selected by the user in the mobile apparatus 200 or an appa-
ratus selected by the user, an apparatus selected by a manager
in the management server (not illustrated), a merged one of
the forgoing conditions, and the like.

In the generation process of the job group, the control unit
140 may generate the job group in consideration of the func-
tions supported by the image forming apparatuses 100-1,
100-2, and 100-3. For example, the image forming apparatus
which may perform the general function like the printing task
restrictively performs the grouping using the grouping
scheme as described above and the image forming apparatus
which may perform tasks with scarcity such as the color
printing, the fax transmission, and the e-book generation
function may be included in the job group without any restric-
tions.

That is, the apparatuses within the job group may generate
the job group in a form which may perform various functions.
For example, when among the plurality of retrieved image
forming apparatuses, an apparatus which may perform the fax
transmission is one, the control unit 140 may basically
include the image forming apparatus, which may perform the
corresponding fax transmission, in the job group.

Further, when the job execution command is input, the
control unit 140 may determine whether the input job execu-
tion command uses the virtual grouping scheme. Further, if
the control unit 140 uses the virtual grouping scheme, an
apparatus for performing a job and a function and a work rate
which are performed by the corresponding apparatus may be
determined. Further, the control unit 140 may control the
scanning unit 120, the printing unit 130, and the communi-
cation interface unit 110 to allow the determined apparatus
for performing the each distributed function.

Further, when the job execution command is input, the
control unit 140 may determine whether the input job execu-
tion command is a multi job command. In detail, when the
execution command of the second job using one of the scan-
ning unit and the printing unit is input while the first job using
the other of the scanning unit and the printing unit is per-
formed, the control unit 140 may determine that the input job
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execution command is the multi job. In this case, the first job
may be the scanning job, the fax transmission job, or the
e-book generating job which uses the scanning unit or the
printing job or the fax receiving job which uses the printing
unit. Further, when the first job is the job using the scanning
unit, the second job may be the printing job or the fax receiv-
ing job and when the first job is the job using the printing unit,
the second job may be the scanning job, the fax transmission
job, or the e-book generating job.

Further, when the input job execution command is the
multi job command, the control unit 140 uses the storage
space within the image forming apparatus 100-1 to determine
whether to simultaneously perform the plurality of jobs. As
the determination result, when the job processing may be
performed in the storage space, the storage unit 140 may
control the scanning unit 120 and the printing unit 130 to
simultaneously perform the first job and the second job.
Meanwhile, the foregoing exemplary embodiment describes
that it is determined whether to perform the job using the
storage space within the image forming apparatus 100-1 only
when the input job execution command is the multi job com-
mand, but actually, it may be determined whether the general
job command needs the memory virtualization operation and
the memory virtualization operation to be described below
may be performed on the general single job command.

Further, when the plurality of jobs may not be simulta-
neously performed using the storage space within the image
forming apparatus 100-1, the control unit 140 is determined
that the memory virtualization operation is required and may
determine the apparatus to which the memory resource is
allocated. In detail, the control unit 140 may determine at
least one of other image forming apparatuses within the pre-
set job group in which the image forming apparatus is
included as the repositories of other apparatuses in which the
data required for the second job are stored. Meanwhile, when
the job execution command of the user is received from the
mobile apparatus 200, the control unit 140 may determine the
mobile apparatus 200 as other apparatuses in which the data
required for the second job are stored.

In this case, the control unit 140 may determine other
apparatuses in which the data required for the second job are
stored in consideration of the available capacity of the storage
space of the other apparatuses. In detail, the control unit 140
may determine at least one of the other image forming appa-
ratuses within the job group as the repositories of the other
apparatuses in which the data required for the second job are
stored in consideration of the available capacity of the storage
space of each of the other image forming apparatuses within
the job group. If the available capacity of each of the other
image forming apparatuses within the job group is not enough
to store the data required for the second job, the plurality of
other image forming apparatuses within the job group are
determined as the repository in which the data required for the
second job are stored or at least one of the image forming
apparatuses and the mobile apparatus may also be determined
as the repository in which the data required for the second job
are stored.

Further, the control unit 140 may control the communica-
tion interface unit 110 to transmit the data required for the
second job to the determined other apparatus. Further, when
the space to process the data required for the second job is
secured in the internal storage space within the image form-
ing apparatus 100-1 depending on the progress of the first job,
the control unit 140 may control the communication interface
unit 110 to receive the data stored in other apparatuses.

Further, when the requested job is completed, the control
unit 140 may notity the mobile apparatus 200 requesting the
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job of the completion of the job. The notification may be
implemented using various alarm schemes such as SMS, a
messenger, application notification.

Meanwhile, when receiving the request of the allocation of
the memory resources from the other image forming appara-
tuses 100-2 and 100-3, the control unit 140 may determine
whether the memory resource may be allocated. Further, if it
is determined that the memory resource may be allocated, the
control unit 140 may control the communication interface
unit 110 to notify the allocation acknowledgement of the
memory resource. Further, when data are received from other
image forming apparatuses within the job group depending
on the allocation acknowledgement, the control unit 140 may
store the received data in the pre-allocated region of the
storage unit 170. Further, when receiving the request of the
retransmission of the data stored in the pre-allocated region,
the control unit 140 may control the communication interface
unit 110 to transmit the data stored in the storage unit.

The image forming apparatus 100 according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention may receive the
execution commands of other jobs and simultaneously per-
form the plurality of jobs even when the current job is being
performed. Therefore, the user need not wait for the comple-
tion of the corresponding job even when the image forming
apparatus 100 is performing the job, and as a result, the user
convenience may be improved.

Further, the image forming apparatus 100 according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention may perform
the job using the memory resources of other apparatuses and
the functions of other apparatuses and therefore may perform
the functions and the jobs which are not supported by the
image forming apparatus 100.

Only the schematic configuration of the image forming
apparatus 100 is illustrated and described above, but the
image forming apparatus 100 may further include compo-
nents other than the foregoing components. A more detailed
configuration of the image forming apparatus 100 will be
described in detail below with reference to FIG. 7.

FIG. 7 is a detailed block diagram of the image forming
apparatus according to the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

Referring to FIG. 7, the image forming apparatus 100
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion may be configured to include the communication inter-
face unit 110, the scanning unit 120, the printing unit 130, the
control unit 140, the display unit 150, a manipulation input
unit 160, and the storage unit 170.

The communication interface unit 110, the scanning unit
120, the printing unit 130, and the control unit 140 are the
same as the components described with reference to FIG. 6
and therefore the overlapping description thereof will be
omitted.

The display unit 150 displays various kinds of information
which are provided from the image forming apparatus 100.
The display unit 150 may be a monitor such as anLCD and a
CRT and may be implemented as a touch screen which may
simultaneously perform a function of the manipulation input
unit 160 to be described below.

The display unit 150 may display a list of the plurality of
other connectable image forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-
3. In detail, the display unit 150 may display the list of the
image forming apparatuses which are retrieved by the com-
munication interface unit 110. In this case, the display unit
150 may display the information of each apparatus together.
Here, the apparatus information which may be displayed may
include the function, the position, the apparatus name, and the
like which are supported by the corresponding apparatus. The
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user may select the plurality of image forming apparatuses
through the displayed list to generate the job group.

Further, the display unit 150 may display whether the
image forming apparatus 100 is performing the current job.

Further, the display unit 150 displays the UT for controlling
the function of the image forming apparatus 100-1. The user
may input a control command for controlling the function of
the image forming apparatus 100-1 through the displayed UI.
In this case, the user may input a selection of copying, fax,
scan to e-mail, scan to server, or equipment setting change
functions which may be performed by the image forming
apparatus 100-1 and an option for the corresponding function
through the displayed Ul. Meanwhile, only the selection of
copying, fax, scan to e-mail, scan to server, or equipment
setting change functions is described above as the function
which may be performed by the image forming apparatus
100-1, but actually, if other functions supported by the image
forming apparatus in addition to the foregoing functions are
present, it is apparent that the corresponding function may
also be applied.

In this case, the user may input only one function and may
also input the plurality of functions. That is, the manipulation
input unit 160 may receive the execution command for the job
using the plurality of functions. Here, the jobs using the
plurality of functions may include the function which is not
supported by the current image forming apparatus 100-1.

In detail, the user may receive the function which may be
performed by a combination with the other image forming
apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3 and the option thereof through
the displayed UI. In detail, when the image forming apparatus
100-1 belongs to the job group and thus may perform the
virtual grouping operation, the display unit 150 may display
the UI for receiving the job which may be performed using the
function of other image forming apparatuses within the vir-
tual group. In this case, the user may select the other image
forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3 which perform the
input job.

Meanwhile, when the current image forming apparatus
100 is performing the first job, the display unit 150 may
display that if the job execution command additionally input
by the user may be processed by the multi job scheme, the job
execution command additionally input by the user is pro-
cessed by the multi job scheme.

Meanwhile, the display unit 150 displays the execution
result for the received job. In detail, when the job input from
the user is the multi job, the display unit 150 may display the
progress state of each of the plurality of jobs. Further, when
the job input from the user is the virtual grouping operation,
the display unit 150 may display the job result in the current
image forming apparatus 100-1 and the job results in the other
image forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3 together.

Further, the display unit 150 may display the information
of the other image forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3
which are performing the virtual grouping operation. In
detail, the display unit 150 may notify the user of the appa-
ratus names, the positions, and the like of the other image
forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3 which are performing
the virtual grouping operation. Meanwhile, actually, the for-
going information is provided as a printed matter or may be
displayed on the mobile apparatus which transmits the job
command.

Meanwhile, when an error occurs in another image form-
ing apparatus 100-2 which is performing the virtual grouping
operation, the display unit 150 may display that an error
occurs and may display the list of another image forming
apparatus 100-3 which may replace the job executed by the
image forming apparatus 100-2 in which the error occurs.
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Therefore, the user may select another image forming appa-
ratus on the list to resume the job.

The manipulation input unit 160 includes a plurality of
function keys by which the user may set or select various
kinds of functions supported by the image forming apparatus
100. The manipulation input unit 160 may be implemented as
a plurality of buttons, a keyboard, a mouse, and the like and
may also be implemented as a touch screen which may simul-
taneously perform the function of the display unit 150
described above.

Further, the manipulation input unit 160 may receive other
image forming apparatuses within the job group to which the
image forming apparatus 100-1 belongs. Further, the manipu-
lation input unit 160 may receive the job execution command
from the user. In this case, the manipulation input unit 160
may receive the function options depending on the received
job execution command together.

Further, when the job execution command requiring the
function virtualization operation is received from the user, the
manipulation input unit 160 may select other image forming
apparatuses in which the function virtualization operation is
performed.

Further, the manipulation input unit 160 may receive the
information (for example, authentication information (ID,
password), employee 1D, telephone number, host apparatus
address, etc.) of the user. When the corresponding job is
completed later, the received information of the user may be
used to notify the completion of the job.

The storage unit 170 stores job data. In detail, the storage
unit 170 may store the data required for the job execution of
the scanning unit 120 and/or the printing unit 130 which are
described above. Further, the storage unit 170 may receive
and store the printing data and the job data which are trans-
ferred from other apparatuses. The storage unit 170 may be
implemented as a storage medium in the image forming appa-
ratus 100 and an external storage medium, for example, a
removable disk including a USB memory, a storage medium
connected to a host, a web server though a network, and the
like.

The image forming apparatus 100 according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention may receive the
execution commands of other jobs and simultaneously per-
form the plurality of jobs even when the current job is being
performed. Therefore, the user need not wait for the comple-
tion of the corresponding job even when the image forming
apparatus 100 is performing the job, and as a result, the user
convenience may be improved.

Further, the image forming apparatus 100 according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention may perform
the job using the memory resources of other apparatuses and
the functions of other apparatuses and therefore may perform
the functions and the jobs which are not supported by the
image forming apparatus 100.

FIG. 8 is a detailed block diagram of the mobile apparatus
according to the exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

Referring to FIG. 8, the mobile apparatus 200 may be
configured to include a communication interface unit 210, a
display unit 220, a manipulation input unit 230, a storage unit
240, and a control unit 250. Here, the mobile apparatus 200
may communicate with the image forming apparatus 100 and
may be a mobile notebook, a mobile phone, a smart phone, a
PMP, an MP3 player, etc.

The communication interface unit 210 is formed to connect
the mobile apparatus 200 to external devices and may be
implemented to be connected through a local area network
(LAN) and the Internet network and to be connected through
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auniversal serial bus (USB) port and a wireless module. Here,
the wireless module may be WiFi, WiFi Direct, near field
Communication (NFC), Bluetooth, IR, etc.

The communication interface unit 210 may retrieve the
connectable image forming apparatus 100. Further, the com-
munication interface unit 210 may receive the information on
the function which may be performed by the connectable
image forming apparatus 100 and an operation state thereof.

Further, the communication interface unit 210 may receive
the information on the function options which are supported
the selected image forming apparatus 100. In detail, the com-
munication interface unit 210 may receive the information for
displaying the Ul related to the function option setting of the
user and the communication interface unit 210 may also
directly receive the Ul related to the function option setting.

Further, the communication interface unit 210 may trans-
mit the job executions which are performed by the selected
image forming apparatus 100. In this case, the communica-
tion interface unit 210 may also transmit the information on
the function option for the corresponding job together. Mean-
while, the job command may be a general job command or
may be a multi job command by which the image forming
apparatus which is performing the job simultaneously per-
forms other jobs.

Further, the communication interface unit 210 may receive
the information on the job progress situation in the image
forming apparatus 100 and when the job performed by the
image forming apparatus 100 is the scanning job, the com-
munication interface unit 210 may receive the scanning data
which are the scanning results.

Further, the communication interface unit 210 may receive
the request of the allocation of the memory resources depend-
ing on the memory virtualization operation from the image
forming apparatus 100. In this case, the request may include
the capacity information of the memory resource of data
required for the second job execution.

Further, the communication interface unit 210 may trans-
mit the information on permission corresponding to the allo-
cation request of the resource and the allocation capacity to
the corresponding image forming apparatus. Further, depend-
ing on the allocation, the communication interface unit 210
may receive the data transmitted from the image forming
apparatus 100 and may transmit the previously received and
stored data to the image forming apparatus 100.

The display unit 220 may display various kinds of infor-
mation which are supported by the mobile apparatus 200. The
display unit 220 may be a monitor such as an LCD and a CRT
and may be implemented as a touch screen which may simul-
taneously perform a function of the manipulation input unit
230 to be described below.

Further, the display unit 220 may display a list of applica-
tions which are installed in the mobile apparatus 200. Further,
the display unit 220 may display an execution screen depend-
ing on the driving of the applications.

Further, the display unit 220 may display the screen for
selecting the image forming apparatuses which perform jobs.
In this case, the display unit 220 may display the positions of
the adjacent image forming apparatuses in a map form. Fur-
ther, the display unit 220 may display the position and the job
progress situation of the corresponding image forming appa-
ratus.

Further, the display unit 220 may display the screen for
selecting the job which is performed by the image forming
apparatuses which are previously selected. In detail, the dis-
play unit 220 may display the screen for receiving the func-
tions which are performed by the selected image forming
apparatus and the options (for example, scanning option, etc.)
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of the functions. Meanwhile, the exemplary embodiment of
the present invention describes that the image forming appa-
ratus is selected and then the jobs and the scanning options are
selected but actually, the jobs may be first selected and then
the image forming apparatuses may be selected.

Further, the display unit 220 may display the UI for select-
ing the option for whether to permit the request of the memory
virtualization operation by the image forming apparatus 100.

Further, the display unit 220 may display the progress state
of the requested job.

The manipulation input unit 230 includes a plurality of
function keys by which the user may set or select various
kinds of functions supported by the mobile apparatus 200.
The manipulation input unit 230 may be implemented as
apparatuses such as a mouse, akeyboard, and the like and may
also be implemented as a touch screen which may simulta-
neously perform the function of the display unit 220
described above.

Further, the manipulation input unit 230 may receive the
driving command of the applications. In detail, when the user
wants to perform the job using the image forming apparatus,
he/she may drive the applications which are installed in the
mobile apparatus 200 or input a driving command for a web
browser application accessing a specific web page.

Further, the manipulation input unit 230 may select a spe-
cific application from the list of the applications which are
installed in the mobile apparatus 200 displayed on the display
unit 220.

Further, the manipulation input unit 230 may receive the
selection of the image forming apparatus which performs the
job. In detail, the manipulation input unit 230 may select the
image forming apparatus which performs the job from the list
of the plurality of image forming apparatuses displayed on
the display unit 220.

Further, the manipulation input unit 230 may receive the
job which is performed by the image forming apparatus pre-
viously selected. In detail, the manipulation input unit 230
may receive the functions which are performed by the
selected image forming apparatus and the options (for
example, scanning option, etc.) of the functions.

Further, the manipulation input unit 230 may select the
option for whether to permit the memory virtualization opera-
tion requested by the image forming apparatus 100. The
option may be preset or may be set when the job command
selected by the user is the multi-job command. When the user
selects an option that the corresponding mobile apparatus 200
does not participate in the memory virtualization operation,
the operation of allocating the memory resource to the image
forming apparatus 100 to be described below may not be
performed.

The storage unit 240 may store various kinds of informa-
tion and the scanning data which are received through the
communication interface unit 210. Further, the storage unit
240 may store the data transferred from the image forming
apparatus 100 in the storage space allocated by the allocation
of the memory resource. The storage unit 240 may be imple-
mented as a storage medium in the mobile apparatus 200 and
an external storage medium, for example, a removable disk
including a USB memory, a web server though a network, and
the like.

The control unit 250 controls each component of the
mobile apparatus 200. In detail, when receiving the driving
command of the applications for using the image forming
apparatus from the user, the control unit 250 may control the
communication interface unit 210 to retrieve the connectable
image forming apparatus.
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Further, the control unit 250 may control the display unit
220 and the manipulation input unit 230 to display and select
the retrieved image forming apparatus. Further, the control
unit 250 may control the display unit 220 and the manipula-
tion input unit 230 to select the functions which are performed
by the image forming apparatus selected by the user and the
function options.

Further, the control unit 250 may determine whether the
mobile apparatus 200 participates in the memory virtualiza-
tion operation of the image forming apparatus. The determi-
nation may be made by the selection of the user and may be
automatically made depending on the available capacity of
the memory space of the mobile apparatus 200. When the user
sets the case in which the mobile apparatus does not partici-
pate in the memory virtualization operation as an option, the
control unit 250 may not accept even the request of the allo-
cation of the memory resource by the image forming appara-
tus 100.

Meanwhile, when the user sets the case in which the mobile
apparatus participates in the memory virtualization operation
as an option, the control unit 250 may determine whether the
mobile apparatus participates in the memory virtualization
operation in consideration of the allocation capacity required
by the image forming apparatus 100. In detail, when the
allocation capacity required by the image forming apparatus
100 deviates from capacity which may be provided from the
mobile apparatus 200, the control unit 250 may control the
communication interface unit 210 to determine that the
mobile apparatus does not participate in the memory virtual-
ization operation or notify that only the range of the available
capacity is allocated. Meanwhile, the case in which the
mobile apparatus 200 side determines whether the mobile
apparatus may participate in the memory virtualization
operation is described above, but actually, the mobile appa-
ratus 200 provides available capacity to the image forming
apparatus 100 and the image forming apparatus 100 deter-
mines whether the mobile apparatus 200 may participate in
the memory virtualization operation.

The control unit 250 may allocate the preset region of the
storage unit 240 to the image forming apparatus 100. There-
fore, when data are received from the image forming appara-
tus, the control unit 250 may store the received data to the
allocated region of the storage unit 240. Further, in response
to the request of the data transmission of the image forming
apparatus, the control unit 250 may control the communica-
tion interface unit 210 so as to transmit the data stored in the
storage unit 240 to the image forming apparatus 100.

Further, when the execution of the job requested by the
image forming apparatus 100 is completed, the control unit
250 may control the display unit 220 so as to display the
completion of the job and re-allocate the memory resource
allocated to the image forming apparatus 100 as its own
resource.

As described above, the mobile apparatus 200 according to
the exemplary embodiment of the present invention may con-
trol the image forming apparatus 100-1 to simultaneously
perform other jobs while performing one job, thereby per-
forming the job at an even higher speed. Further, when the
storage space is insufficient while the image forming appara-
tus 100-1 performs a job, the memory resource may be pro-
vided to the corresponding image forming apparatus and
therefore a plurality of jobs may be stably performed.

FIG. 9 is a diagram for describing a memory virtualization
operation according to another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
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Referring to FIG. 9, the image forming system 1000
includes two image forming apparatuses 100-1 and 100-2 and
the mobile apparatus 200.

The memory virtualization operation according to another
exemplary embodiment of the present invention performs the
memory virtualization operation using a plurality of other
apparatuses. Hereinafter, for ease of description, it is assumed
that the first image forming apparatus 100-1 is performing the
printing job requested by a host apparatus (not illustrated) and
the second image forming apparatus 100-2 is another image
forming apparatus which does not perform a job.

The user uses the mobile apparatus 200 to request the
scanning job to the first image forming apparatus 100-2. The
first image forming apparatus 100-2 receiving the job request
determines that the scanning job command of the user may be
performed simultaneously with the printing job which is cur-
rently being performed and performs the scanning job while
the printing job is performed.

Meanwhile, as the scanning job is performed, when the
memory resource in the first image forming apparatus 100-1
is insufficient, the first image forming apparatus 100-1 may
request the allocation of the memory resource to the second
image forming apparatus 100-2 and the mobile apparatus
200. Both of the two apparatuses do not have the storage
capacity enough to store data required to process the second
scanning job, but if the sum of the storage capacity of the two
apparatuses may appropriate for the memory resources
required to process the second scanning job, the first image
forming apparatus 100-1 may share and use the memory
resources of both of the apparatuses.

In detail, the first image forming apparatus 100-1 may
sequentially transmit (for example, stream) the scanning
image generated by the scanning job to the second image
forming apparatus 100-2 and the mobile apparatus 200 or
alternately transmit the generated scanning image to the sec-
ond image forming apparatus 100-2 and the mobile apparatus
200.

Further, when there is an extra storage space within the first
image forming apparatus 100-1 as the first job is progressed,
the first image forming apparatus 100-1 receives a portion or
all of the scanning images transmitted to the second image
forming apparatus 100-2 and the mobile apparatus 200 to
complete the second scanning job. Meanwhile, even when the
scanning operation of the scanning unit 120 is completed, the
printing job which is the first job is not completed and there-
fore the extra storage space within the first image forming
apparatus 100-1 is not generated, the first image forming
apparatus 100-1 transmits the data required for the first job to
the second image forming apparatus 100-2 and/or the mobile
apparatus 200 to prepare the storage space, thereby preferen-
tially completing the second job.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart for describing a printing control
method in the image forming apparatus according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

The first job using one of the scanning unit and the printing
unitis performed (S1010). In this case, the first job may be the
scanning job, the fax transmission job, or the e-book gener-
ating job which uses the scanning unit or the printing job or
the fax receiving job which uses the printing unit.

Further, the printing control method receives the execution
command of the second job using the other of the scanning
unit and the printing unit while the first job is performed
(81020). In detail, the execution command of the second job
using the scanning unit or the printing unit which is not used
in the first job may be input through the mobile apparatus
connected to the image forming apparatus or the manipula-
tion input unit of the image forming apparatus. Here, when
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the first job is the job using the scanning unit, the second job
may be the printing job or the fax receiving job and when the
first job is the job using the printing unit, the second job may
be the scanning job, the fax transmission job, or the e-book
generating job.

Further, in response to the execution command of the sec-
ond job, the second job is performed simultaneously with the
performing the first job (S1030). In detail, in consideration of
the available capacity of the internal storage space within the
image forming apparatus, it is determined whether to simul-
taneously perform the first job and the second job using only
the storage space within the image forming apparatus.

As the determination result, when the two jobs may be
simultaneously performed only in the storage space within
the image forming apparatus, the two jobs may be simulta-
neously performed without using the memory virtualization
operation. On the other hand, when the two jobs may not be
simultaneously performed only in the storage space within
the image forming apparatus, the data required for the second
job are transmitted to other apparatuses which are connected
to the image forming apparatus to be temporarily stored in the
repositories of the other apparatuses. For example, when the
second job is the scanning job, the generated scanning images
may be transmitted to the repositories of the other apparatuses
so that the scanning images generated by the scanning unit are
temporarily stored in the repositories of the other apparatuses
and the scanning images transmitted to the repositories of the
other apparatuses may be received at any timing.

Here, as described above, the other apparatuses may be
other image forming apparatuses within the virtualization job
group as described above or may be the mobile apparatus
which transmits the job execution command. Further, the
foregoing any timing may be timing (for example, the
completion timing of the first job, the timing when the data
used for the first job are transmitted to other apparatuses, and
the like) when the space to process the data required for the
second job is secured within the internal storage space of the
image forming apparatus as the first job is progressed.

Meanwhile, the case in which the image forming apparatus
uses the memory resources of other image forming appara-
tuses is described above, but the image forming apparatus
may be operated in the opposite situation. That is, the opera-
tion corresponding to the request of the memory resources of
other image forming apparatuses may be performed. In detail,
when the data are received from other image forming appa-
ratuses within the job group, the received data are stored in the
storage unit within the image forming apparatus and the
operation of transmitting the data stored in the storage unit to
other image forming apparatuses in response to the request of
other image forming apparatuses may be performed.

As described above, the printing control method according
to the exemplary embodiment of the present invention may be
configured to allow the image forming apparatus 100-1 to
perform other jobs while performing one job, thereby per-
forming the job at an even higher speed. Further, when the
storage space is insufficient while the image forming appara-
tus 100-1 performs the job, the image forming apparatus
100-1 may perform the job using the memory resources of
other image forming apparatuses 100-2 and 100-3 or the
mobile apparatus 200, thereby stably performing the plurality
of jobs. The printing control method as illustrated in FIG. 10
may be performed in the image forming apparatus having the
configuration of FIG. 6 or 7 and may also be performed on the
image forming apparatus having other configurations.

Further, the printing control method as described above
may be implemented as programs including algorithm which



US 9,225,864 B2

27

may be executed in a computer and the programs may be
provided while being stored in a non-transitory computer
readable medium.

The non-transitory computer readable medium is not a
medium that stores data therein for a while, such as a register,
a cache, a memory, or the like, but means a medium that
semi-permanently stores data therein and is readable by a
device. In detail, various applications or programs described
above may be stored and provided in the non-transitory com-
puter readable medium such as a compact disk (CD), a digital
versatile disk (DVD), a hard disk, a Blu-ray disk, a universal
serial bus (USB), a memory card, and a read only memory
(ROM).

FIG. 11 is a flow chart for describing the printing control
method in the mobile apparatus according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 11, the execution command of the second
job using one of the scanning unit and the printing unit is
transmitted to the image forming apparatus which performs
the first job using the other of the scanning unit and the
printing unit (S1110). In detail, the Ul screen for the function
control of the image forming apparatus may be displayed and
the job command for the image forming apparatus may be
input to the displayed UI screen. In this case, the job com-
mand may be a general job command and the multi job
command to simultaneously perform the second job while the
first job is performed. In this case, the first job may be the
scanning job, the fax transmission job, or the e-book gener-
ating job which uses the scanning unit or the printing job or
the fax receiving job which uses the printing unit. Further,
when the first job is the job using the scanning unit, the second
job may be the printing job or the fax receiving job and when
the first job is the job using the printing unit, the second job
may be the scanning job, the fax transmission job, or the
e-book generating job.

Further, when the data required for the second job are
received, the received data are stored (S1120). In detail, when
the extension of the memory resource of the image forming
apparatus is requested while the image forming apparatus
simultaneously performs the plurality of jobs in response to
the job execution command, the image forming apparatus
may notify the mobile apparatus 200 that the memory virtu-
alization operation is required. In this case, the data capacity
required to perform the requested second job may be trans-
mitted together. In this case, if the mobile apparatus 200 has
the memory capacity enough to store the data required for the
second job, the memory resource of capacity requested by the
image forming apparatus may be allocated to the image form-
ing apparatus. When the image forming apparatus transmits
the data required for the job depending on the allocation, the
transmitted data may be stored.

Further, when the transmission for the stored data is
requested from the image forming apparatus, the stored data
are transmitted to the image forming apparatus (S1130).
Meanwhile, when the execution of the second job is com-
pleted, the memory resource allocated to the image forming
apparatus may be re-allocated to its own memory resource.

As described above, the printing control method of the
mobile apparatus according to the exemplary embodiment of
the present invention may control the image forming appara-
tus 100-1 to simultaneously perform other jobs while per-
forming one job, thereby performing the job at an even higher
speed. Further, when the storage space is insufficient while
the image forming apparatus 100-1 performs a job, the
memory resource may be provided to the corresponding
image forming apparatus and therefore a plurality of jobs may
be stably performed. The printing control method of the
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mobile apparatus as illustrated in FIG. 10 may be performed
by the mobile apparatus having the configuration of FIG. 8
and may also be performed by the mobile apparatus having
other configurations.

Further, the printing control method of the mobile appara-
tus as described above may be implemented as programs or
applications including algorithm which may be executed in a
computer and the programs may be provided while being
stored in a non-transitory computer readable medium.

Although the preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion have been disclosed for illustrative purposes, those
skilled in the art will appreciate that various modifications,
additions and substitutions are possible, without departing
from the gist of the invention as disclosed in the accompany-
ing claims. Accordingly, such modifications, additions and
substitutions should also be understood to fall within the
technical idea of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An image forming apparatus, comprising:

a plurality of function units with regard to image forming
including at least scanning, printing, configured to
execute a plurality of jobs;

a control unit configured to control the plurality of function
units to simultaneously execute a first job and a second
job when an execution command of the second job using
one of a first function unit and a second function unit is
detected while the first job using one of the first function
unit and the second function unit is executed; and

a communication interface unit configured to transmit data
required to execute the second job to other apparatuses
communicationally connected to the image forming
apparatus to temporarily store the data in a repository of
the other apparatuses.

2. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the plurality of function units comprise one or any
combination of a scanning unit configured to scan informa-
tion to generate a scanning job, a printing unit configured to
print printing data, or a facsimile unit, and

the first job is a printing job using the printing unit, and

the second job is one of a scanning job using the scanning
unit and a fax job using the fax unit.

3. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the communication interface unit transmits the scan-
ning image generated from the scanning unit to the repository
of the other apparatuses so as to temporarily store the gener-
ated scanning image in the repository of the other apparatuses
for receiving the scanning image transmitted to the repository
at any timing.

4. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the control unit determines whether to execute the
second job in consideration of available capacity of an inter-
nal data storage space within the image forming apparatus
and if determined that an execution of the second job is not
made using the internal storage space, transmits the data
required to execute the second job to the repository of the
other apparatuses through the communication interface unit.

5. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 4,
wherein the control unit receives job data stored in the reposi-
tory of the other apparatuses through the communication
interface unit when a space to process the data required to
execute the second job is allocated within the internal storage
space, depending on a progress of the first job.

6. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the control unit generates a job group of one or more
of'the other apparatuses and the image forming apparatus, and
determines at least one of the other apparatuses within the job
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group as the repository of the other apparatuses in which the
data required to execute the second job are stored.

7. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 6,
wherein the control unit determines the at least one of the
other apparatuses within the job group as the repository of the
other apparatuses in which the data required to execute the
second job are stored, in consideration of available capacity
of storage spaces of the other apparatuses and the image
forming apparatus within the job group.

8. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 7,
wherein the control unit determines the at least one of the
other apparatuses within the job group as the repository of the
other apparatuses in which the data required to execute the
second job are stored when the available capacity of the other
apparatuses and the image forming apparatus within the job
group is not sufficient to store the data required to execute the
second job.

9. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the communication interface unit detects the execu-
tion command of the second job of a mobile apparatus as one
of the other apparatuses communicationally wirelessly con-
nected to the image forming apparatus.

10. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
further comprising:

a storage unit configured to store job data,

wherein the control unit stores the job data in the storage
unit when the job data of other image forming appara-
tuses within a job group including the other image form-
ing apparatuses and the image forming apparatus are
received and transmits the job data stored in the storage
unit to the other apparatuses through the communication
interface unit, in response to a request of the other image
forming apparatuses.

11. A mobile apparatus communicationally connectable to

an image forming apparatus, comprising:

a communication interface unit configured to transmit an
execution command of a second job using one of first
and second function units with regard to image forming
to the image forming apparatus;

a storage unit configured to store data required to execute
the second job when the data is transmitted from the
image forming apparatus while the image forming appa-
ratus executed a first job using the one of the first and
second function unit; and

a control unit configured to retransmit the stored data
required to execute the second job to the image forming
apparatus through the communication interface unit in
response to a request from the image forming apparatus
for retransmission of the stored data required to execute
the second job.

12. A control method of an image forming apparatus
including a plurality of function units with regard to image
forming including at least scanning, printing, the method
comprising:

executing, by the plurality of function units, a plurality of
jobs;

receiving an execution command of a second job using one
of first and second function units; and

controlling execution of the second job simultaneously
while executing the first job, in response to the execution
command of the second job,

wherein in the executing of the second job, data required to
execute the second job are transmitted to other appara-
tuses communicationally connected to the image form-
ing apparatus to be temporarily stored in a repository of
the other apparatuses.
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13. The control method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the
plurality of function units comprise one or any combination
of a scanning unit configured to scan information, a printing
unit configured to print printing data, or a facsimile unit, and

the first job is a printing job using the printing unit, and

the second job is one of a scanning job using the scanning
unit and a fax job using the fax unit.

14. The control method as claimed in claim 13, wherein in
the performing of the second job, a scanning image generated
from the scanning unit is transmitted to the repository of the
other apparatuses so as to temporarily store the generated
scanning image in the repository of the other apparatuses for
receiving the scanning image transmitted to the repository at
any timing.

15. The control method as claimed in claim 12, further
comprising:

determining whether to execute the second job in consid-

eration of available capacity of an internal data storage
space within the image forming apparatus,
wherein in the performing of the second job, when an
execution of the second job is not made using the inter-
nal storage space, the data required to execute the second
job are transmitted to the repository of the other appa-
ratuses.
16. The control method as claimed in claim 15, wherein in
the performing ofthe second job, job data stored in the reposi-
tory of the other apparatuses are received when a space to
process the data required to execute the second job is allo-
cated within the internal storage space, depending on a
progress of the first job.
17. The control method as claimed in claim 12, further
comprising:
generates a job group of one or more of the other appara-
tuses and the image forming apparatus, and determining
at least one of the other apparatuses within job group as
the repository of the other apparatuses in which the data
required to execute the second job are stored.
18. The control method as claimed in claim 17, wherein in
the determining, the at least one of the other apparatuses
within the job group is determined as the repository of the
other apparatuses in which the data required to execute the
second job are stored, in consideration of available capacity
of storage spaces of the other apparatuses and the image
forming apparatus within the job group.
19. The control method as claimed in claim 18, wherein in
the determining, the at least one of the other apparatuses
within the job group are determined as the repository of the
other apparatuses in which the data required to execute the
second job are stored when the available capacity of the other
apparatuses and the image forming apparatus within the job
group is not sufficient to store the data required to execute the
second job.
20. The control method as claimed in claim 12, wherein in
the receiving, the execution command of the second job is
detected from a mobile apparatus as one of the other appara-
tuses communicationally wirelessly connected to the image
forming apparatus.
21. The control method as claimed in claim 12, further
comprising:
storing data in a storage unit within the image forming
apparatus when data are received from other image
forming apparatuses as the other apparatuses within a
job group including the other image forming appara-
tuses and the image forming apparatus, and

transmitting the data stored in the storage unit to the other
image forming apparatuses, in response to a request of
the other image forming apparatus.
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22. A non-transitory computer readable recording medium
including a program for executing a control method of a
mobile apparatus communicationally connectable to an
image forming apparatus including a plurality of function
units with regard to image forming, wherein the control
method of the mobile apparatus includes:

transmitting an execution command of a second job using

one of first and second function units from among the
function units of the image forming apparatus to the
image forming apparatus;
storing data required to execute the second job when the
data is transmitted from the image forming apparatus
while the image forming apparatus executes a first job
using the one of the first and second function units; and

retransmitting the stored data required to execute the sec-
ond job to the image forming apparatus in response to a
request from the image forming apparatus for retrans-
mission of the stored data required to execute the second
job.
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